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INTENDED USE

SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS

Save all warnings and instructions for future 
reference.

1.   Work area safety

2.   Electrical safety

TECHNICAL DATA

PCL186CS
18V 165MM CIRCULAR SAW

suitable for 

3.   Personal safety

4.   Power tool use and care

SPECIFICATION                                                   PCL186CS-XE
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ADDITIONAL SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS FOR 
AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND   
a. 

b.

SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS FOR CIRCULAR SAW 
 
  DANGER:

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

h. 

FURTHER SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS FOR 
CIRCULAR SAW 

a. 

b.
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SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS FOR CIRCULAR SAW 
WITH INNER PENDULUM GUARD

ADDITIONAL SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS FOR 
CIRCULAR SAW WITH RIVING KNIFE

   WARNING: 

  
   WARNING: Use of this tool can generate and/or 

disperse dust, which maycause serious and 
permanent respiratory or other injury. 

 
   WARNING:

   WARNING: 
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IMPORTANT SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS FOR 
BATTERY CHARGERS  
SAVE THESE INSTRUCTIONS: 

   WARNING: Shock hazard.

   CAUTION: Burn hazard. 
PORTER-CABLE

   CAUTION: 

DO NOT attempt to charge the battery pack with 
any chargers other than the ones in this manual.

These chargers are not intended for any uses 
other than charging designated PORTER-CABLE 
rechargeable batteries.

Do not expose charger to rain or snow.
Pull by plug rather than cord when disconnecting 
charger.

Make sure that cord is located so that it will not 
be stepped on, tripped over, or otherwise 
subjected to damage or stress.
Do not use an extension cord unless it is 
absolutely necessary.

An extension cord must have adequate wire size 
(AWG or American Wire Gauge) for safety.

Do not place any object on top of charger or 
place the charger on a soft surface that might 
block the ventilation slots and result in excessive 

internal heat. Place the charger in a position 
away from any heat source.

Do not mount charger on wall or permanently 
affix charger to any surface. 

Do not operate charger with damaged cord or 
plug -- 
Do not operate charger if it has received a sharp 
blow, been dropped, or otherwise damaged in 
any way.
Do not disassemble charger;

Disconnect the charger from the outlet before 
attempting any cleaning.

NEVER attempt to connect 2 chargers together.
The charger is designed to operate on standard 
household electrical power (230 Volts). Do not 
attempt to use it on any other voltage.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INSTRUCTION FOR 
BATTERY PACKS 

   WARNING: 

Do not incinerate the battery pack even if it is 
severely damaged or is completely worn out. 

Do not charge or use battery in explosive 
atmospheres, such as in the presence of 
flammable liquids, gases or dust.

If battery contents come into contact with the 
skin, immediately wash area with mild soap and 
water.
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Contents of opened battery cells may cause 
respiratory irritation.

   WARNING: Burn hazard. 

PORTER-CABLE 

DO NOT splash or immerse in water or other 
liquids.
Do not store or use the tool and battery pack in 
locations where the temperature may reach or 
exceed 105°F (40˚C) (such as outside sheds or 
metal buildings in summer).

   WARNING: 

   WARNING: Fire hazard. Do not store or carry 
battery so that metal objects can contact exposed 
battery terminals. 

Transporting 
batteries can possibly cause fires if the battery 
terminals inadvertently come in contact with 
conductive materials such as keys, coins, hand tools 
and the like. 

NOTE: LI-ION 
batteries should not be put in checked baggage.

CHARGING PROCEDURE 
PORTER-CABLE
PORTER-CABLE

(Fig. B)

CHARGER DIAGNOSTICS

BAD BATTERY

HOT/COLD PACK DELAY

PROBLEM POWER LINE

LEAVING THE BATTERY IN THE CHARGER

IMPORTANT CHARGING NOTES



   WARNING: Shock hazard.

  
INSTALLING AND REMOVING THE BATTERY PACK 
FROM THE TOOL

   CAUTION: 

figure C.

figure D

SUPPORTING LARGE PANELS / SECURING WORKPIECE

figure E.

figure 
F

figure G

figure H

ASSEMBLY/ADJUSTMENT SET-UP

   WARNING: TO REDUCE THE RISK OF INJURY, 
ALWAYS REMOVE BATTERY FROM SAW BEFORE ANY 
OF THE FOLLOWING ADJUSTMENT OPERATIONS.

CUTTING DEPTH ADJUSTMENT - FIGURES I & J

BEVEL ANGLE ADJUSTMENT - FIGURE K

SHOE ADJUSTMENT FOR 90° CUTS

10
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SYMBOLS

ELECTRICAL SAFETY

            Warning! 

FEATURES (FIGURE A)

LI-ION Battery Packs and Chargers

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS
   
   WARNING: To reduce the risk of serious 

personal injury, read, understand and follow all 
important safety warnings and instructions prior to 
using tool.

BLADE SELECTION

GENERAL CUTS

   WARNING: To reduce the risk of injury, remove 
the battery, and follow all assembly, adjustment and 
set up instructions.

   WARNING: To reduce the risk of injury, it is 
important to support the work properly and to hold 
the saw firmly to prevent loss of control which could 
cause personal injury. 

ATTACHING AND REMOVING THE BLADE - FIGURE L

LOWER BLADE GUARD

   WARNING: Laceration Hazard. The lower blade 
guard is a safety feature which reduces the risk of 

Description                            Cat. #     
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serious personal injury. Never use the saw if the 
lower guardis missing, damaged, mis-assembled or 
not working properly. Do not rely on the lower blade 
guard to protect you under all circumstances. Your 
safety depends on following all warnings and 
precautions as well as proper operation of the saw. 
Check lower guard for proper closing before each 
use as outlined in Additional Safety Rules for 
Circular Saws. If the lower blade guard is missing or 
not working properly, have the saw serviced before 
using. To assure product safety and reliability, 
repair, maintenance and adjustment should be 
performed by anauthorized service center or other 
qualified service organization, always using 
identical replacement parts.

   WARNING: 

   CAUTION: 

SWITCH

AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC BRAKE

OPERATING THE LASER (CATALOG NUMBER 
PC186CSL ONLY) 
INSTALLING THE BATTERIES - FIGURE N

   WARNING: LASER RADIATION. BE CERTAIN THE 
LASER ON/OFF BUTTON IS IN THE OFF POSITION (SEE 

SECTION “SWITCHING THE LASER ON AND OFF) 
BEFORE INSTALLING BATTERIES.

figure N

   WARNING: Batteries can explode, or leak, and 
can cause injury or fire. 

ON BOARD LASER

   WARNING: LASER RADIATION. Never aim the 
beam at a workpiece with a reflective surface.

   DANGER: LASER RADIATION. AVOID DIRECT EYE 
EXPOSURE. Do not stare into the laser light source. 
Never aim light at another person or object other 
than the workpiece.

   WARNING: DO NOT use tinted glasses to 
enhance the laser light.
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SWITCHING THE LASER ON AND OFF 

   CAUTION: TURN OFF TOOL AND REMOVE 
BATTERY PACK FROM SAW BEFORE CHANGING 

ACCESSORIES OR MAKING ANY ADJUSTMENTS.

TO USE THE LASER LINE 

SAWING

   WARNING: 

POCKET CUTTING - FIGURE P
   
   CAUTION: 

   WARNING: 

   WARNING: 

MAINTENANCE

PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT
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NOTE

GUARANTEE
Three Year Limited Warranty 

Free One Year Service Contract


